NEW JERSEY BOARD OF DENTISTRY LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY

13:30-8.20 NITROUS OXIDE/OXYGEN INHALATION ANALGESIA; DUTIES OF A
LICENSED DENTIST, DELEGATION TO LICENSED DENTAL HYGIENIST AND
REGISTERED DENTAL ASSISTANT

a) The following words and terms, as used in this section, shall have the following
meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Administration” means the determination and introduction of a therapeutic level of
nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation analgesia.

"Direct supervision" means acts performed in the office of a licensed dentist wherein the
dentist is physically present on the premises at all times during the performance of such acts
and such acts are performed pursuant to the dentist's order, control, and full professional
responsibility.

"Monitoring" means observing or checking a patient's condition to assess the safety and
comfort of the patient receiving nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation analgesia.

"Nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation analgesia" means the introduction by inhalation of a
combination of nitrous oxide and oxygen gases to a conscious patient.

"Supervising dentist" means the dentist who induces or administers the nitrous
oxide/oxygen inhalation analgesia to the patient.

b) If a patient is to receive nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation analgesia, a supervising dentist
shall induce or administer the nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation analgesia and shall
exercise direct supervision and full responsibility for the patient.

c) A supervising dentist may delegate the monitoring of the nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation
analgesia to a licensed dental hygienist during the performance of dental hygiene
procedures provided that the patient is stabilized and that the licensed dental hygienist
satisfies the requirements set forth in N.J.A.C. 13:30-1A.3.

d) A supervising dentist may delegate the monitoring of the nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation
analgesia to a registered dental assistant who will perform no other function while
monitoring the patient provided the patient is stabilized and the registered dental
assistant satisfies the requirements set forth in N.J.A.C. 13:30-2.4.

e) If a supervising dentist delegates the monitoring of the nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation
analgesia to a licensed dental hygienist pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:30-1A.3, orto a
registered dental assistant pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:30-2.4, the supervising dentist shall
ensure that:
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1) The nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation delivery system is a fail-safe unit which shall not
deliver nitrous oxide unless oxygen is continuously flowing at a minimum of 30
percent and includes a scavenging system operating while the nitrous oxide is in use;
and

2) The dental office is equipped, at a minimum, with the following:
i) A high speed vacuum source;
i) Suction equipment;
iii) Equipment to deliver positive pressure oxygen; and
iv) Blood pressure monitoring equipment.

f) A supervising dentist shall not delegate the monitoring of nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation
analgesia to a licensed dental hygienist or to a registered dental assistant if a patient is
taking any medications, whether prescribed by the dentist or by another licensed
practitioner, that in the professional judgment of the dentist may potentiate the effects of
the nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation analgesia, or may change the level of consciousness
of the patient.

g) The supervising dentist shall be responsible for ensuring that the patient records are
documented to reflect the nitrous oxide and oxygen flow rates and the analgesia duration
and clearing times.

h) The supervising dentist shall personally discharge the patient following the administration
of nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation analgesia.

i) The delegation of the monitoring of nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation analgesia to a
licensed dental hygienist pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:30-1A.3 or registered dental assistant
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:30-2.4 who has not yet met the minimum standards of training
and procedures as stated therein shall constitute a deviation from normal standards of
practice required of a licensee.

13:30-8.21 DIVESTITURE OF INTEREST IN PROFESSIONAL CORPORATIONS BY
DISQUALIFIED LICENSEES

a) As used in this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings unless the
context indicates otherwise:
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